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James Sutton, a merchant of North Castle, New York,
came to Wyoming when the refussl of his customers to buy
Rritish gcods ruined his business. First he settled cn
Jacob's Flain., Later he moved to upper Gxeter. 1In the
valley he buillt many mills for others. In idxeter, he built
one mill for himgelf.

The water driven grist mill zased life for the pion-
eers., Hithertc they had ground their ccrm in hand mills
hollowed cut irow rard wood tlocks or with a large wocden
pestle fastened to a spring pcle which werked in a hollowed
tree trunk.

In the grisgt miil the wheel lever was attached to the
nill crank which drove a bevel gear. Thig gear turued the
rill stones. Lezr grease recuced friction and kept moving
parts cool. The early mills had nc bolting c¢loth. The
meal and flour were serarated by large secreens. From top
te bettom the mills were hand made. The millwright had sim-
rle tcols, the draw knife was nest used. The mill stones

were nparmered from nard gritty flint rock.

Such a mill James Sutton and his ;artnef James Hadsall
built in 1776 on the banks c¢i Sutten's Creek. 1t was in
crergtion until 1778,

ln 1778 invading forces came down the river. At Sutton's
Creek they divided. The Indians went up ‘the creeks They
pagsed the mill, burnmed it and killed James Hadsall. They
carried off all the ironm but the crank which is now in the
Wycriing Hisgtorical and Geclogical SBociety bu1ld1ng.

Years later Samuel Suttorn built a second mlll on the siteé
of the first. He cperated this mill untii 1842 when he was
drowned in the river.

. A. Ccrgy bought the preperty in 1846 gnd built the
third miil which 1is standing teday. Charles A. Kinexr in 1600
gtated bhat the Ccray mill "was in use a few yegrs ago and may
be ncw &

Semuel Sultton built the house directly acrogs the road - o
from the mill. Its front door is urusually fine. An exqulaltezrd”
Ly dainty, light stairway is in the square. entrance-hall.,
Janes ,Sutton, grandscn of the first James told me ‘that the- doo
and stairway were blkught from Ihlladel lla. He lived in the

which found surreme “AITBSSLOH in. the Sutton Home ior Cld &en._'
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